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HEN any new publication firſt makes is appear- 

V ance in the literary world, readers generally exp» 
ty hear ſme account of its origin, and tendency, &c. 

eres e, in order to gratiſy my readers, I will gius them a 
ſrt account of the deſign of this little tract. 1 had juſt 
Par vered from a long and dangerous illneſs ; and though my 

110 bas quite happy all the time of my Heavenly Father 

azron ; and pet feflly reſigned to his holy will, either to 


195 or die, But at this time my togugh 15 CULT EC much 61 = 


"40 ea u n what te called an iuter ui. dats /late, or place of 


he [rul's refedence, when it leaves the boy; for I was not 

car in my judgment concerning that poi ni of Gectrine; and 
a- I have brard and read many heav: ey aijeourſes, yet I 
nit remember ts have heard one fingie ſermon fully upon 
* . ſcul- cam arting ſult. But nufl after I had recovered 

i My ! e » GN Cove D. lu: PC tell 2116 7 My hands, bear; 
% /ame title I have given to this my little pamphlet—An 
Inquiry into the Nature and Subſtance of the Soul 

after Death, Sc. This bark I read auer with great atten - 
. 1 allo extra#ted and write down the pr inci pal 2 ad. of 

N uch as J then tought ni agreeable to the word of God 
ab that ſubiecb: the hea: ts 1F which on the nature of the 
: M 15 Contame 4 1 my my 1w9 firſt chapters of this treatiſe 5 
2 1 nu a mire deliberate peru 5 aud e aiinatian of what 
bad written, I did net find that jatisfattion to my Hul 


which L ſons uobt tn. 
A ſhort 
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iy TO THE READER. 


A ſhort time after this, ſome «ther c books of divinit; 
tame into my wayz theſe 1 alſo peruſed, carcfully examining 
the proofs of ſcripiure with prajer, t1 underſtand them; 
till at length I found that full ſatis}a*tion I had been fi 
earneſtly ſeeking, : 


The heads of this ſubje? ] wrote drwn, which are cn. 
tamed in my third chapter, with all the authors names, whcſz 
Works 1 have quoted, and why have treated upon this ſub ic 
with great propriety, vix. the ſoul 5 happineſs immediately after 
diſſelution, which few chriſtians perhaps have ever ſeriouſly I 
thought upon; for, as guod Mr, Baxter obſerves, ** The 
who live with jo little concern er care about the end of their 
fouls, ſuch live to a very poor end indeed,” 


Soon after I had arranged theſe heads into the order in 
which they now ſtand for the peruſal of ſome friends, an 
excellent diſcourſe was delivered on Sunday, September 22, 
1782, at St, Ann's Blackfriars, by the Rev. Mr. Fr, 
from Col. iii. evherein be enlarged very much on the dice 
zrine of an intermediate ſlate, and on that happineſs the 
s of the rightecus will enjoy immediately after ther 
leaving the body, with a ſuitable application; which I muſt 
confeſs gave me great ſatisſaction, and I truſt, to many other: 
75 that numerous congregation, H aljo cited, as proofs to 

is argument, many texts of ſcripture, which are alfo handicd 
in this tract. Enceuraged by this, together with the imper- 
tunities cf ſeveral friends who have read it, I ventured ts 
print it, hoping, through God's bleſſing, it will be ſame way 
profitable to thoſe who are ſeeking after the Lord Chriſt, and 
the way to thoſe bleſſed manſ/tons above, which is the ſiucert 
prayer of the Editor, 
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SERIOUS INQUIRY, &. 


C H A * | X 


I. HE ſcripture informs us, that “ e Lord 

God formed man of the duſt of the ground, 
or red earth; and God breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living ſoul,” Gen. 
ii, 7. A principle of the eſſence, or life of God, by 
which he was enabled to think, determine, and will, 
Kc. being endued with wiſdom and knowledge, capa- 
ble of diſcerning perſectly the nature and faculty of 
cvcry beaſt of the field, and every fowl of the air, &c. 
Gen. ii. 20. 

But before we can form any true idea of the ſoul, 
what it is, or how it exiſts, we muſt firſt inquire a 
little into what God is—and we have no other ac- 
count in the writings of Aofes or the prophets, than 
this, that God is the one Almighty Self-exiſtent IE- 
HOVAH, But when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt came up- 
on earth, he declared, “that God is a ſpirit,” eternal 
and inviſible, without body, parts, or paſſions; 
whom no man hath ſeen or can fee, 1 Tim. vi. 16. of 
a three-fold effence, which may be repreſented unto 
us by fire, light, and air, yet all centering in one 
principle, who begetteth himſelf in himſelf, from 
eternity to eternity the fame, To whom be glory 


lor ever, Amen. Rom. xi. 36, 


A 2, Thus 
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2. Thus much of God. We will now, ſecondly, 
proceed to inquire concerning the ſoul. And we may 
obſerve when our bleſſed Lord argued with N7codemns, 
concerning a ſecond ſpiritual life, he made uſe of this 

metaphor, the wind or air, ſaying, that it bloweth 
where it liſteth; and we hear the ſound thereof, but cannat 
tell whence it cometh, & c. John iii. 8, © fo is every one, 
faith Chriſt, that is born of the ſpirit,” God breathes 
into man a ſecond fpiritual life, the firſt being loſt 
through Adam's tranſgrefſion. Thus God being a 
Spirit, all life and power which proceedeth from God 
muſt be of a ſpiritual nature. 
Again we find in Exzektel's viſion of the dry bones, 
that the ſame metaphor is uſed, of breath or air, to 
cauſe life and motion to come into them, Ezck. 
xxxvii. And the ſame is uſed by our Lord on his 
diſciples, ſee John xx. 22, 23, 

From thoſe ſcriptures, we are ſomewhat informed, 
that the ſoul is the breath or eſſence of God, which, 
when God taketh it away, the body dies, and the 
ſoul or ſpirit returns to God who gave it. Eccleſ. 
Xil. 7, 
| , © The ſoul, ſays St. Auguſtine, is God's 
offspring ; not in reſpect of its ſubſtance, but in 
quality, even ſo far as it was adorned by him, with 
divine gifts, and therefore called God's image, in re- 
ſpe& to the whole man; but more eſpecially of the 
ſou!, created of a ſpiritual and immortal eſſence; 
conſiſting of, and endued with three ſupreme facul- 
ties, the memory, the imagination, and the will : and 

et but one ſoul; a ſymbol of the Trinity in unity; 
and when the body falls by death, the ſoul, or ſpirit 
(eſpecially of the righteous) returns again into the 
eſſence of God who gave it, where it reſts from al} 
pain until the morn of the reſurrection,” 


Thirdly, 


” Wh 


(1. 

Thirdly, Ot the ſoul's exiſtence, &c. abſtracted 
from another author, who ſays, “ That the ſoul was at 
firſt breathed out of the mouth of God into maii, 

which produced both life and motion in him; and 
when our bodies dic, the ſoul goes again into God, 
ſar it is the effence of the word; and the deed in 
the will of Gd; which hath an eternal beginning, 
„ Ged,—And although thouſands of ſouls depart 
from the body without Chriſt, and ſuch are ſuſpended 
and hang by a thread, the mall- thread of feeble 
faith; yet thoſe ſouls muſt wait for their bodies in 
the ſtil] reſt, till the laſt day, when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be revealed; and ſuch as die in Chriſt, (in 
the faith of God's elect) God will firſt raiſe up, by 
the voice of the archangel into the firſt image of 
God which Adam had ia his i innocency, which hath 
been waſhed in Chriſt's blood, and made meet te 
enter into his glory.“ 


— O glorious ſtate 
Our God and King 

Shall give to thoſe 

Who for him wait. 
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Containing a further inquiry into the ſtate of the 
ſoul or ſpirit of man after death. 


AN KIND are much divided in their opinions 

hereupon. Some think that the ſoul will go 
immediately into heaven or hell, and enjoy its full 
meaſure of bliſs or miſery, as ſoon as it departs from 
the body. 2. Some think that the ſouls of the righ- 
teous will enjoy a degree of happineſs, or reſt from al] 
worldly care, &c, but will not be completely happy, 
nor the wicked fo unhappy, till the reſurrection and 
re-union of the body and foul. 3. Some others think 
that the ſoul reſts together with the body in an unin- 
telligent ſtate, till the reſurrection of the body, 
Theſe heads and opinions we ſhall carefully inquire 
into, and hear what both the Old Teſtament and 
New Teſtament ſaints have ſaid upon this ſubject. 

From the Old Teſtament there is but little to be 
gathered concerning an intermediate ſtate of the ſoul 
after death; but it ſeemed to them as a ſtate of ſleep. 
Thus David, after he had ſerved his own generation, 
(it is ſaid) „ he fell afleep, or flept with his fa- 
thers, ſee 1 Kings ii. 10, (though this can only 
refer to the body). 

Selomon, ſpeaking of the dying ſtate both of men 
and beaſts, ſays, ** that both die alike, and turn to 
duſt; only that the ſpirit of a man goeth upward to 
God, and that of a beaſt downward to the earth.” 
Eccleſ. iii. 19, 20, and ix. 10, affirming, that there 
is no device or knowledge in the grave, whither we go 


at death; and David faith, in death, there is no fe- 
| membrance 
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membrance of God,” all things are forgotten, Pſal. 
vi. 5. his breath goeth forth, man turns to 555 earth, and 
all bis thoughts periſh, Pſal. cxlvi. 4. — Such texts as 
theſe have undoubtedly led many into that error of 
ſuppoſing, that the ſoul ſleeps, or reſts with the body 
at death, not believing or conſidering that the ſou] is 
an immaterial ſubſtance, and can never die or ſleep. 

But ſecondly, Fob had it revealed to him, that after 
worms had deſtroyed his body, yet in his fleſh (ſpiritually) 
he ſhould ſee Cod for himſelf in the bleſſed reſurrection 
morn, Job xix. 26, 27. And Daniel declareth alſo, 
that “ thoſe who ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake; ſome to the reſurrection of life, and ſome to 
their everlaſting confuſion,” Dan. xii. 2. 

In the New Teſtament, our bleſſed Lord ſaid con- 
cerning Lazarus, Our friend Lazarus ſleepeth, and 
J go to awake him,” John ii. 11. Again it is faid, 
that many bodies of the ſaints, who flept in the 
duſt, aroſe at Chriſt's reſurrection, and appeared to 
many,“ Acts xxvii. 52. and St. Paul alſo ſpeaks of 
the ſleeping ſaints ariſing, ſee 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. 1 Cor. 
xv, 6, 20. Again, it is ſaid of St. Stephen, after he 
nad ſeen the heavens opened, and Chriſt ſitting at the 
right hand of God, and had prayed, “ Lord, receive 
my ſpirit,” he fell aſleep, Acts vii. 60. 

Our blefſed Lord's words confirm the above, for, 
* Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is ; when the dead, (dead in treſpaſſes and 
lins) ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear ſhall live (the life of faith here, and 
of glory hereafter.) For, this is the Father's will 
which hath ſent me (ſaith Chriſt), that every one 
that believeth on me may have evcrlaſting life, and I 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day.“ John vi. 39, 40. 
Yea, © All that are in ihcir graves ſhall hear his 

voice, 
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voice and come forth; they which have done good, 
unto the reſurrection of life; and they which have 
done evil, unto the reſurrection of damnation : for 
the Son of man ſhall] come in the glory of his Father, 
with his holy angels, and then he ſhall reward every 
man according to his works,” Matt. xvi. 27. and xix, 
28. Luke xxii. 29. St. Paul alſo ſpeaks the ſame, in 
moſt of his epiſtles, of Chriſt's ſecond coming, tore- 
ward his elect, and of the inexprefſible joy they ſhall 
receive at his appearing ; fce 1 Cor, i. 7. Phil. iii. 20; 
Tit. ii. 13. Col. iii. 3, 4. Alſo of the reſurrection, 
both of the juſt and unjuſt, ** that all muſt appear 
before the zudgment ſeat of Chriſt, and every one of us 
fhall give an account of himſelf to God, to be 
judged according to his works,“ Rom. xiv. 12. Rey, 
xx. 12, 12. TI heſe chiefly refer to the general reſur- 
rection; but St. Paul ſays, “that the dead in Chriſt 
ſhall riſe firſt, when the great trump of God ſhall 
ſound, and we (all who have lived and died in the 
faith of Chriſt) ſhall be caught up, with the then 
living, to meet the Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall be tor 
ever with the Lord, to behold his glory,” 1 Theſl. iv. 
;16, 17. 1 Cor. xv. 17. Col. iii. 4. 


The dead in Chriſt ſhall firſt ariſe, 
Then we that yet remain, 

Shall be caught up into the ſkies, 

To meet the Lord in glad ſurpriſe, 
And ever with him reign, 


T ſhall juſt take notice, that, in the laſt cited texts 
of ſcripture, there is not one word relating to a ſe- 
parate ſtate of the ſoul's happineſs until the reſur- 
rection morn. Though ſome good men believe that 
the ſou] enjoys à ftate of rcft and happineſs, while 


{cparate 


1 

d, feparate from the body; while other good men ſuſ- 
bend their thoughts upon this ſubject, and patiently 
Tr FF wait their Lord's coming; that both body and foul 
"> may together be made completely happy in that day, 
ohen Chriſt ſhall raife them up. Thus the pious 
. Dr. Vati, in his ſermon on the hidden life of a 
n F Chriſtian, ſays, ** The reſurreRion day is our ſhining 
„ day; when Chriſt, who is our life ſhall appear, then 
ſhall we alſo appear with him in glory: and the 
hoping Chriſtian is content to ſtay fer his rabes of 
light, and his public honours until the dawn of that 


moit glorious day, &c.“ 


We will wait in patient hope, 
Till Chriſt the Judge ſhall come; 
When we ſhall all be then caught up, 
To meet the gen'ral doom. 
Happy he who Chriſt ſhall find 
Watching ſtill to ſee him come; 
Him the Judge of all mankind 
Shall bear in triumph home, 
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Containing a more ſatis factory account to the minds 
of many hoping Chriſtians, concerning the ſouPs 
happy exiſtence in an intermediate ſtate, or paradi/e, 
after the ſeparation from the body, before the re- 


ſurrection. 


Man Chriſtians, who die in faith, die in a 
full hope of a bleſſed and happy refurrection; 

yet very few have ever rightly conſidered, that the 
ſoul's happineſs will begin immediately on its diſ- 
miſſion 


= 

miſſion from the body; and many texts encourage us 
to believe ſo. | 

I ſhall cite ſeveral texts of ſcripture, which greatly 

favour this doctrine, of an intelligent and happy 
ſtate of the ſoul after death; and then give the judg- 
ment and ſentiments of ſeveral eminent and godly 
miniſters thereon, 

The firſt ſcripture which favours this doctrine, is 
the ſtory of Dives and Lazarus, rclated by our Lord 
himſelf, Luke xvi. 19—31. T ho' this ſtory, like many 
other of our bleſſed Lord's inſtructive leflons to his 
numerous hearers, ſeems to be only a parable (as he 
generally taught them by parables), eſpecially if we 
calmly conſider the vaſt diſtance there muſt be be— 
tween theſe two perſons Dives and Lazarus, and the 
free converſation they ſeemed to have at ſuch a 
diſtance : the one lifting up his eyes in torment, the 
other in Abraham's boſom.— One uſeful leſſon however 
we may learn from this parable, as is alſo believed and 
confirmed in the writings of many good men, that as 
the rich man ſaw and knew Abraham and Lazarus, ſo 
ſhall eyery one of us aſſuredly ſee and know perfectly 
all of our moſt dear and moſt diſtant friends and rela- 
tions in the other world, to our greater comfort and 
ſatisfaction, with all other ſaints and holy men, an 
innumerable company which we had never ſeen 
before. 

Secondly, The thief on the croſs, is another proof 
of ſuch * our Lord ſaid unto him, “ Verily, to 
day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe,” Luke xxiit. 42, 
doubtleſs, in a happy ftate releaſed from all that 
bitter pain and anguiſh which they both endured on 
the croſs, and from all the troubles of a wicked 
world; There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 


and there the weary beat reſt,“ Job iii. 17, Obſerve, 
| our 
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dur Lord was not then aſcended up into heaven fa# 


ke aid unto Mary); therefore this place of paradiſe, 


15 ſome learned men do affirm; muſt be in out lower, 
or middle region. This I deſire to leave to God, whoſe 
ways are too deep for a poor worm to dive into. 

The next is St. Paul's account of his wofiderful 


revelation, and alfo of his earneſt deſire afterwards 


« to depart this life and to be with Chriſt,” Philip. 


i, 24. St. Paul was à man highly favoured of the 
Lord; and, as he declared, was caught up into the 


third heaveng or paradiſe, 4 Cor. x1i; 3, 4. where 
he heard in expteſſible words; though St. Paul does 
not ſpeak of any thing that he faw' in his % n, as 
St, John doth in his revelation, particularly in chap. 
vi, ver; 9, 10, 11. where he relates, what ftrongly 
confirmeth the doctrine of an intelligent ſtate of the 
ſoul; and confutes a very grofs erfor of fome: *I 
aw, favs he, under the altar, the fouls of them that 
were lain for the word of God, and for the teſti- 
mony which they held; and they cried with a loud 
rice, ſaying; How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt 
thou notjudge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 


on the carth ? and white robes were given utito every 
one of them; &c; How exactly does this deſcription 
corroborate St. Paul's thoughts upon this point of 


doctrine ! And I ſha!l obſerve, firſt, thoſe ſouls under 
the altar were cloathed, br cloathed upon : as St. 
Paul ſpeaks, which ſhews that God, if it ſo pleaſes 
im, when our earthly tabernacle is diſſolved; can 
give our ſouls another covering, by which we ſhall 
know each other. Secondly, that theſe ſouls were 
not with their bodies, but abſent from them, being 
preſent! with the Lord; as St. Paul ſpeaks; 2 Cot. v. 
8. Thirdly, that theſe were not aſleep (as ſome 


ertoneouſly think) but awake; calling on the Lord, &c, - 
B 


Others 


4 J 
Others have both ſeen and heard — glorious thingy 


in viſions, which they have related; and we have 
little reaſon to doubt but that St, Paul both heard 
and faw enough, if not by ſight yet by faith, to be. 
get in him that defire “ to depart this life, and to 
be with Chriſt;“ which to himſelf he knew was far 
better than ſtaying here. Something further, explain. 
ing St. Paul's words, what he means by being with 
Chriſt, &c. will be conſidered in the following pages, 
together with the thoughts and opinions of ſevera} 
eminent ſervants of God on this ſubject; the ſtate 
and exiſtence of the ſoul when ſeparate from the 
body, &c. And many of the dear children of God 
do fully believe that the ſoul after death ſubſiſts in 
ſuch a ſtate as to be capable of, and endued with 2 
power of ſenfation and reffection on things paſt or 
to come, to their greater felicity, though not ex- 
prefsly mentioned in ſcripture, nor yet all in tho 
ſame degree of happineſs; thoſe who have done and 
ſuffered moſt for Chriſt, will, doubtleſs, be exalted 
neareſt the throne, 

Agreeable to theſe thoughts, I have ſelected feveral 
notable paſſages out of the works of the following 
able divines, and true miniſters of the goſpel, Firſt, 
In a ſmall volume, by Mr. Bolton, on the power of 
ſpirits, &c. he ſays, The ſoul of man is an imma- 
terial ſubſtance, or ſpirit, having a power or faculty 
of thinking, reaſoning, and receiving ideas of ex- 
ternal objects, and alſo of communicating the ſame to 
another (the ſoul of man being reckoned of the 
fecond degree of ſpirits, angelic ſpirits of the firſt 
degree).” And this capacity alſo,(fays Mr, Locke, 
in his eſſay) God has given us of diſcerning our ſtate 
and ſtation, until it ſhall pleaſe him ta tranſlate us 
da his celeſtial manſions of glory,”? 
d Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Rev, and learned Dr. Gregory, in 
2 diſcourſe on the Reſurrection, has theſe words, 
„When our earthly part falls aſleep, the ſoul is 
men moſt awake: the body's night is the ſoul's day. 
to Y —In the ſleep of death, the body indeed is dead, be- 
ar J cauſe of ſin, yet the ſoul is moſt alive; being then 
n= I &livered from that heavy incumbrance of the body, 
th it begins to be a ſoul to itſelf, enjoying its OWN re- 
s, I gections, and looking upon the inviſible things of 
al God with more delight.“ 
te Thirdly, “ And this life (ſays Dr. Taylor) the 
1e ſoul begins to enjoy immediately on its departure from 

xd If the body.” | $45.5 
in Fourthly, The thoughts and words of one wit- 
2 © nels more, the learned Thomas Wharton, miniſter of 
r St. Stephen's, Walbrook, in his Chriſtian Charter, 
-  fays, The ſouls of the elect ſhall enter upon poſſeſ- 
6 I fon immediately after the death of the body ;” as I 
d gather from St. Paul's words, 2 Cor. v. 6—8. know- 
d ng, (ſays he) * whillt we are at kome in the body, 
we are abſent from the Lord ; we are willing rather 
oo be abſent from the body, and to be preſent with 
g the Lord,” There are ſome (ſays he) who ſay that 
t, che foul fleeps in or with the body, till the morning 
of tke reſurrection, But the apoſtle here plainly 
confutes this opinion; for if the foul be abſent from 
the body, how can it be ſaid to ſleep with it ? there is 
an immediate tranſition and paſſage from death to 
glory, the ſoul returns to God who gave it,” Eccl. 
xii. 7. , 
Fifthly, I ſhall cloſe this chapter with the thoughts 
of one witneſs more, together with ſome uſeful re- 

flections on the whole. The writer alluded to is, 
The pious and learned Mr, Baxter, who, in ſome of 
his laſt thoughts on the laſt things, from Phil. i. 23, 
B 2 «lam 
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4 zm in a ſtrait between two, having a defice ty 
depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better, 
thus expreſſes his ſentiments.“ 

gBeing to ſpeak chiefly of my on ſelf and ex. 
perience, I ſhall paſs over the reſt of the matter of 
this text, and ſpread before my own ſoul the doc. 
trine and uſes of thoſe two propoſitions contained 
n it, 
an” Firſt, That the ſou! of all true belieyers, when 
departed from the body, ſhall be with Chriſt. 
/ © Secondly, That to be with Chriſt is far better 

Mean. to be here in the body, if God ſees fit. 

*© 1. I ſhall conſider whether the words ſignify 
that we ſhall be in the ſame place with Chriſt (as 
Grotius and others groundleſsly deny), or only in his 
hands and care, &. This I care not to diſpute about, 
let every man enjoy his on opinion; but many texts 
concurring, do aſſure us that we ſhall be with Chriſt 
where he is, when we depart hence. See John xii. 26, 
—XViji. 24. Now to be with him, at leaſt can mean 
no leſs than a ſtate of communion, and participation 
of ſelicity; and to believe ſuch a ſtate of happineſs 
to departed ſouls is of manifold gneceſſity or uſe: 
for if ſuch a doctrine be not ſoundly believed, a man 
muſt live beſide, or below, the end of his life; nay, 
he muſt haye a falſe end, i, e. he muſt be uncertain 
what ſhall be his end. 

4 2. But God (þlefſed be his name) has not left us 
merely to the light of nature, The goſpel revela- 
tion is the cleareſt and ſureſt foundation of our faith. 
and hope of a better end; for Chriſt hath brought 
life and immortality to light by his coming, 2 Tim, 
i. 10. and by his ding and dying for us, and by 
his riſing again, he hath conquered death, and hath 

1 opened à ſure way to the kingdom of heaven 2 
8 | at 


. 
nach alſo moſt expreſsly promiſed 5 eternal life to all 
that believe on his name, and that they ſhall never 
periſh, but have everlaſting life; and that becauſe I 
live, ye ſhall Live alſo, and I will raiſe you up at the 
laſt day,” ſee John vi, 40——44, xvii. 2, xii. 26, Rom. 
viii. 6. 

ee 0 his word is full of ſweet and comfortable 
promiſes of our future glory at the reſurrection, fa 
we are not left without ſome aſſurance, that at 
death our departing ſouls ſhall enter upon 2 
of joy and bleſſedneſs, as Chriſt cxprelsly ſaid to the 
penitent thief on the croſs, © To day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe ;”* a ſtate of joy and reſt, Luke. 
xxiii. 42. 1 Peter iv. 6. 

« 4. As a further proof of our future happineſs, 
dur Lord commended his ſoul into his Father's 
hands, and was in paradiſe before he aſcended up 
into heaven; which manifeſts unto us what ſhall be- 
come of our ſouls when we die, for our bleſſed Lord 
promiſed, ſaying, where I am, there ſhall my ſervants 
be, ſee John xii. 26. vi. 54. 1 John iv. 5. Luke xvii. 
2, Rom. xiv. 7. | 

« And ſeeing there is ſuch a bleſſed place prepared 
for our reception after death, well might St. Paul de- 
fire to depart this life, that he might be with Chriſt 
which (as he ſaid) is much better than to ſtay here. 
This chiefly refers to the ſtate of the ſoul immedi- 
ately after the death of the body ; yet that faith and 
hope (ſays Mr, Baxter) have a certain future hape 
pinefs to expect, which is certainly very defirable 
for not only Paul, but every truly believing child o 
God, deſires to depart and to be with Chriſt, where 
he is: and although St. Paul, without doubt, was 
fully perſuaded that his ſoul, immediately on its 
leaving the body, ſhould be admitted into the 2 

ence 


1 

fence of Chriſt; yet this was but the ſmalleſt part of 
his hope of happineſs, he had a further view, a hope 
full of immortality ; that when Chriſt, who is our 
life ſhall appear, then, ſays he, ſhall we alſo appear 
with him in glory, Col. iii. 4. For I have fought the 
good fight of faith; I have finiſhed my courſe ; and 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, thall give me in 
that day (the day of his ſecond appearing) ; and not 
unto me only, but to all them alſo that love and look 
for his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. © for the trumpet 
mall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
and we ſhall be changed,” 1 Cor, xv. 52,* 


Chang'd from glory unto glory 
By the Spirit of our God : 

We ſhall caſt our crowns before thee, 
Praiſe him in his bleſt abode, 


I ſhall now make a few ſerious obſervations and re. 
marks upon what I have advanced. 


. And, firſt, What an unſpeakable comfort muſt the 
relation of thoſe great and glorious privileges be to 
all God's dear believing people who are waiting and 
longing for their Lord's coming to fulfil his gracious 
promiſes to them! for it is written, “Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor car heard, ncither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, the things which God has 
prepared for them that love him, and wait for him,“ 
ſee Iſa. Ixiv. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 9. To bear their fouls 


® « From the mary proofs I have produced of the ſoul's operations, 
ge. it ſeem: to me, beyond all doubt, that ſauis are ſu>Nantes, and not 
annihilated at death, but «Aenti-lly the ſame, u hen they forſake the body, 
28 before, So far Mr, Baxter, 


away 
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way into that place 2 of God for their eternal 
abode: to which place, ſays a dear miniſter of Chriſt, 
in a late diſcourte, © the penitent thief upon the 
croſs was tranſlated immediately after he expired ;” 
zzreeable to our bleſſed Lord's words, as mentioned 
before, ſee Luke xxiii. 42. | | 

2. © Into this delightful abode the ſpirit of de- 
parted Lazarus was conveyed by miniſtering angels, 
delivered from his ſorrowful ſtate, and ſafely lodged 
in Abraham's boſom, or paradiſe, 


. © The ſpirits, of juſt men, while upon earth, | 


reſide in tabernacles of clay, which they know muſt 
ſhortly be diſſolved; but they have a building not 


made with hands, eternal in the heavens, a place 
prepared for them by their bleſſed maſter and Lord, 
The enlivening proſpect of an entrance into this 


happy place, reconciled St. Paul to the thoughts of 
his approaching diſſolution, and he deſired to be ab- 
ent from the body, that he might be preſent with the 
Lord: for he reſted upon the promiſe of his dear Lord 
and maſter, when he took his leave of his poor diſ- 
conſolate diſciples, ſaying, If I go to prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to my- 
ef; that where I am, ye may be alſo,” John xive 
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T languiſh and hgh to be there, 
Where Jeſus has fix'd his abode; 

O when ſhall we meet in the air, 
And fly to the mountain of God? 


With him I on Zion ſhall Rand, 
For Jeſus has ſpoken ths word; 

The breadth of Immanuel's land, 
Zurvey by the light of my Lord. | 

Ard 
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And the beloved diſciple St. John was fayotired 
With a moſt glorious view of thoſe heavenly manſions 
as deſcribed in his Revelation: “ And I ſaw, fays 
he, a new heaven and a new earth; for the firſt hea- 
ven and earth were paſſed away. And I ſaw the holy 
City, New Jeruſalem, coming down from God, out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her huſband, 
And I heard a great voice, ſaying, Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with man, 400 he will dwell with 
them, and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God; and he ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be 
no more ſorrow nor death. And he that fat upon the 
throne ſaid, Behold, I make all things new; and J 
will give unto him that is athirſt of the fountain of 
the water of life freely; and he that overcometh ſhal! 
inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he fhal! 


be my ſon;“ ſee Rev, xxi. 1, 2; 3, 4 7. 


Away with our ſorrow and fear, 
We ſoon ſhall recover our home: 
The city of ſaints ſhall appeat, 
The day of eternity conie : 
From earth we ſhall quickly remove, 
And mount to our native abode ; 
The houſe of our Father above, 
The palace of angels and Gud. 


Our mourning is all at an end, | 

When, rais'd by the life giving word, 
We ſee the new city deſcend, 

Adorn'd as a kride for hcr Lord : 
The city ſo holy and clean, 

No forrow can breathe in the air, 
No gloom of affliction, nor fin, 

Nor ſhadow of evil is there. 
| T his 
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They need not the ſun in that day, 
hich never is follow'd by nights 


Where Jesvus's beauties diſplay 
A pure and a permanent light : 


The ſaints in his preſence receive 
Their great and cternal reward, 
With Jesus in heaven they live, 
And reign in the ſmile of their Lord, 


This is a faint deſcription of that glorious place 
which Chriſt has prepated fot all his believing people, 
and alſo for all who will come unto him for life 
What encouragement ſhould thoſe things be to all 
poor carcleſs ſmners; who have never yet fet their 
hearts nor their faces heaven-ward, “to ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him 
while he is near? Let the wicked forfake his way, 
and the unrightcous man his thoughts, and let him 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
and to our God, and he will abundantly pardon,” 
Iſa, lv. 7. For the unrighteous, and all unbelievers, 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God, read 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10, there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatſoever N abo- 
mination, or maketh a lye; but they, and they only, 
whoſe names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
Rey, xxi. 8, 27. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part 
in the firſt reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond death 
hath no power, but they be kings and prieſts of God, 
and of Chriſt, and ſhall reign with bim a thouſand 
years,” Rev, XN» 6, | N 


Lord 


. 


Lord grant that I a happy part may have, 
When thou ſhalt raiſe my body from the grave; 
In heaven my Saviour's glorious face to ſee, 
And praiſe a triune God to all eternity, 


Before I conclude, I would make one very material 
obſervation, viz. That there are, on the whole earth, 
only two ſorts of people in God's account, namely, 
the righteous, and the wicked ; the children of God, 
and the children of the devil, ſee 1 John iii. 2, 8, 10. 
and that all thoſe gracious promiſes of God, recorded 
either in the goſpels or epiſtles, &c. of a future ſtate 
of happineſs and glory, are made to the children of 
God, that is, to ” believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to none elſe, All the reſt of mankind, of whatſoever 
ſect or denomination, Jews or Gentiles, &c, who die 
out of Chriſt in their fins and in unbelief; ſuch go 
to their own place (as did Judas) not to paradiſe, but 
to a place of miſery and woe, where hope never 
eomes; appointed of God for them, there to remain 
till the general reſurrection, when both ſoul and body 
will be again united, and made capable to receive 
their full meaſure of endleſs and conſummate miſery, 
se in that lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone, 
which is the ſecond death,” Rev. xxi, 8; ſee alſo 
Matt. xxv. 41—46. John v. 29. where the ſame is 
confirmed by Chriſt himſelf, Now let the wicked 
rage as much as they pleaſe, and deny the place of 
torment, yet it will avail them nothing : 


For they and only they will heaven receive, 
Who choſen are, and do on Chriſt believe. 
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CONCLUSIO N: 


CONTAINING 


A remarkable NARRATIVE ; which hath given ample 
room to believe an intermediate active ſtate of the 
ſoul, after the death of the body, by the apparitions 
of deceaſed perſons, who had viſited their friends 
and others, * We ſhall preſent our readers with a 
very extraordinary, but well atteſted account of 
this ſort; ariſing from the following circume 
{tance ; | 


YOUNG gentlewoman who lived at St. Ive's, 
Cornwall, and died of the ſmall-pox in Sep- 
tember, 1764, appeared to her ſweetheart, a young 
man, the ſon of Mr. Hain's, a very reputable 
butcher and graſier, at Scarr, about twenty miles 


An apparition (as one has obſerved) is a reſtleſs diſembodied ſpirit z 
and although it appears to have its own natural body, cloaths, &c. yet it 
will never ſuffer itſelf to be touched by any it appears to, which plainly 
news, that an apparition is only an airy phantom, or ſpirit, which can 
raniſh out of ſight, Why God ſometimes permits ſuch things, we cannot 
tell, though generally it appears to be for ſome good purpoſe, either re- 
ſpecting the perſon they appear to, or ſome others, and perhaps to eaſe 
their own diſquieted ſpirit, which cannot reft, until it hath revealed to 
{ove the cauſe of their uncaſineſs. 

* 
C 2 from 


* 
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ſrom Plymouth. The match between them was not 
approved of by the young woman's friends; and dur. 
ing her illneſs, they would not ſuffer the young man 
to come to ſee her, though ſhe greatly defired to ſee 
him, About the time of her illneſs, he alſo was 
taken ſick of a fever, and confined to his room: ſo 
that it was above a month before ſhe made her fir 
appearance to him, 

The relation is as follows: taken down in writ. 
ing from the young man's own mouth, by the editor 
of this pamphlet, who helieves the account to be 
ſtrictly true, from the character and ſober behaviour 
of the perſon who communicated it, 


„ AFTER I had recovered from my illneſs, 
os he, I went out one afternoon on my father's 
horſe for a little airing, and returning home juſt at 
duſk, abont a mile from my father's houſe, I ſaw 
ſomething, as on horſeback, paſs very ſwiftly by me; 
which frighted my horſe, and he flew home with me 
as ſwift as poſſible, and I was alſo much frighted, A 
ſhort time after this, ſhe appeared again to me, and 
then | knew her; and what was remarkable, when [ 
was on horſeback, ſhe appeared on horſeback ; and 
when I was on foqt, ſhe appeared ſo too; and her ap- 
pearances to me were ſo frequent, that ſhe became 
quite familiar, and I had no fear at all on ſeeing her; 
which ſhe never failed to do if I was abroad ; but ſhe 
never appeared to me in my father's houſe, 

«© It was near two months, before I had any power 
given me to ſpeak to her, although I thought to do it 
time after time, but could not ſpeak ; though ſhe gave 
me all the opportunity ſhe could, by walking often by 
my fide, or yery near me, This was a great trouble 
| 0 
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to me, as well as to her, and it began to bring a great 
weak neſs upon me. 

« ] related the cafe to my father and mother, and 
ſome others; but they not believing my relation, gave 
little heed to what I ſaid, and thought it was only 
phrenzy, till the following eircumſtance happened, 
which was about a week before God gave me power to 
ſpeak to her, | 

« My father and mother uſed to go to a place of 
worſhip belonging to Mr. Weſley, about a mile off ; 
and one evening, about this time, I went with them, 
to light them home, as | often di', with a large lan- 
tern and candle, and coming home along the high 
road, ſhe appeared to me as uſua), and I ſaid to my 
father, Now, don't you ſee her? there, there ſhe is! 
and at the very moment I ſpake, the lantern was twiſted 
violently out of my hand, and flung to a conſiderable 
diſtance from me, the ring of it remaining in my 
hand; my father and mother were now both ſome- 
what affrighted at this, and began to believe what I 
had ſo often related to them of the apparition, that 
there was ſome truth in it. A doctor, who had at- 
tended me in my illneſs, to whom I had alfo related 
the ſtory, urged me by all means to ſpeak to her, tel- 
ling me what words to uſe; and ſaid, it might be of 
jome bad conſequence, if I neglected it longer. 

A few nights after this, as I was ſitting in my fa- 
ther's houſe, it was ſtrongly impreſſed upon my mind 
to go out that night, and with God's leave to 
ſeak to her. Accordingly, about ten o'clock, I 
went out with all the courage imaginable ; and ſhe 
appeared to me as uſual, and I faid to her, In the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, why do you thus trouble 
me? and | was going to lay hold on her arm, the 


larunk back, and ſaid, Do nut touch me, I am as 


cold 


7 
1 
; 


1 26 J 
cold as clay; then ſhe ſpake freely to me, and fe 
lated what ſhe had to ſay about her family, and hoy 
ſhe. had been ill uſed by them, and alſo gave me plain 
directions what ſhe would have me to do for her; he 
alſo blamed me for not ſpeaking to her ſooner, and 
ſaid, that this night was the very laſt night of her 
liberty to appear to me; and had you not ſpoken ty 
me now, ſaid ſhe, I ſhould have had power to do you 
ſome miſchief, or tear you in pieces. We converſe 
together near two hours, till twelve o'clock, and! 
received all her inſtructions, and promiſed her I would 
fulfill them to. the utmoſt of my power, 

* Accordingly the next morning I took my father's 
horſe, ſet out early, and rode to different parts of the 
country, I ſuppoſe not leſs than fifty miles that day, 
fulfilled all her commands, and got ſafe home to my 
father's houſe, But I ſhould have obſerved that ſhe 
appointed me to meet her that night, if I had done 
my buſineſs before twelve o'clock, at the church door, 
where ſhe was buried, which was about two miles 
from my father's houſe; accordingly I went without 
any fear, and ſhe met me at the church porch. Shelf 
told me I had done every thing agrecable to her mind, 
and ſaid ſhe ſhould now be at reſt, and ſhould trouble 
me no more. | 

„ After a ſhort diſcourſe, which ſhe charged me 
never to relate to any one, ſhe ſaid, Now my time is 
juſt expired; un vu me follow her into the church, 
a ac door opened, and we went in, the church v 
illuminated with the moſt glorious light I ever ſaw; 
and there was the moſt ſoft and heavenly muſic I everif 
heard in my life. I followed her to the yault in the 
church, the door of which opened, and I ſaw her go 
in, and the door ſhut down again, and I never ſaw her 


more. did me take notice when the muſig bega 
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Concerning the ſkate, exiſtance, and operations of 
the human ſoul, after it leaves the body. 


1.“ H E ſoul, ſays Mr. Flavel, is the moſt 


ner's wonderful and aſtoniſhing piece of divine 
f the yorkmanſhip ; and it is no hyperbole to call it che 
day breath of God, the beauty of man, the wonder of 
1 angels, and envy of devils; for one ſoul is of more 
t ſhe alue chan al! the bodies in the world.“ | 
done 2. The ſoul of man is a vital, ſpiritual, and 
Joon Womortal fu bſtance, created of God (all created 
Ws hings are ſubſtances), endued with underſtandings 


2 will, and various affections {as alſ> ſaith St, Au- 
guſtine), and created with an inclination and love 
owards the body, into which it was infuſed or 
reathed at firſt by God himſelf, © and man became 
living ſoul,” Gen. ii, 7. 

3. Of the ſoul's capability of active ble ſſed neſs 
mediateln after diſſolution or ſeparation from the 
dody.“— The ſoul of man being a ſubſtance, and 


WOW ot depending in its being on the body for any thing; 
aw ho there can be no reaſon aſſigned why the ſoul's 

eva " efledneſs and felicity ſhould be delayed till the 
1 the elurrection of the body; and it is a great miſtake of 
1 lome, who think that the foul is capable only of 
* val happineſs or glory in partnerſhip with the 
oy body; and the opinion of others, of the ſoul's ſleeping 
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join with them, as he did, in the words of a ſweet 
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with the body, or being left, as it were, in a ſenſelef 
or motionleſs ſtate, is likewite a very great error; fo 
the ſoul receives not its perfections or activity from 
the body, but can live and act out of the body az 
well as in the body, yea, and much better, having 
then its perfect liberty, diveſted of that heavy incum- 
brance which only clogged and fettered it.“ Doubt. 
leſs, ſaith Tertullian, when the ſoul is ſeparated from 
the body, it comes out of darkneſs into its own pure 
and perfect light, and quickly finds itſelf a ſubſtan. 
tial being, able to act freely in that light, and 
even before the eyes of the body are fully cloſed to 
participate of heavenly joys.” A teſtimony of this 
fort I have juſt received of a gentleman, one Mr, 
Joſ. Reyner lately deceaſed, who, in his laſt mo- 
ments, though on a bed of ſickneſs and pain, waz 
in ſuch raptures of joy, that he ſaid, he felt no pain 
at all, but declared that he was then in heaven, 
meaning his ſoul ; and that he heard diſtinctly muſic, 
as of angels ſinging moſt melodiouſly, and would 


hymn, with“ Hallelujah,” &c, and his ſoul ſoon 
departed in that moſt triumphant manner, This 
account is related by the Rey, Mr. Elliot, who 
reached his funeral ſermon, 1762. Likewiſe ſeve- 
ral other ſuch inſtances of the ſoul or ſpirits of the 
godly, who have exceedingly rejoiced juſt befor: 
their leaving of the body, are mentioned by Mr, Fla 


vel and others, 
4. ** The foul of man, ſays Mr. Bolton in his 


treatiſe of the Power of ſpirits, &c.) is an immaterial 
ſubſtance, having a power or faculty of thinking, rea- 
ſoning, and of receiving ideas of external objects, and 
alſo of communicating the ſame to others, and off 
performing and executing any good office for the 
living, it God ſo permits.“ And notwithſkanding theft 


many objections and incredulity of manxind con- 
CCrning 


— — 
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ſeleſerning apparitions and ſpirits; yea, and of angels 
ſoldo making their viſible appearances to mankind, 
from nich is, as Mr. Flavel obſcrves, moſt common 
ly as mongft the weak, the fearful, and unbelieving z 
vingſþ yet the dread of ghoſts or appearances, ſays he, 
umeWrike the animal ſpirits primarily, and ſo the mind 
ubt· N agitzted with terror, even at the thoughts of a 
fromWhoit or ſpirit; but were not our eyes with-held b 


pure ais veil of fleſh, we ſhould ſee numbers of angels and 
tan-Nlorified ſpirits traverſing this globe of earth all: 
and round us,” Pſalm xxxiv. 7, xci. 11. But when 
d toſWhe ſoul is freed from fleſh and fin, it will rejoice to 
a oy hold ſuch heavenly meſſengers:“ 

. 
mo- Freed from this clog of fleſn and clay,“ 
Was The ſoul exults in perfect day. 
pain 
ven, 
ue, OY 
ouid 
weet C 


ſoon 

Thishf the ſoul's operations by apparitions, dreams, &c. 
who from Mr, Flavel, Baxter, and others. 

ſeve- | 

\ the HE SE all affirm, that notwithſtanding the 


many objections againſt thoſe things, yet 
ney have had, in their days, convincing evidences 
if the reality of the appearances of diſembodied ſpitits, 
Kc, and we have in ſcripture, as well as in hiſtory, 
nany inſtances of angels and the ſpirits of deceaſcd 
cons appearing to their friends on particular occa- 


fore 


Flas 
| his 


erial 
rea- 
and | 
d off The dictinction that is made concerning the ſoul is, 
thek ile it abides in the body it is called ſou! ; hen it 
- theſÞ#th left the body it is called ſpirit, as it is written, The 
niit of juſt mea made perſect;“ being at its periect 


Lerty when treed from the clog of this body, 


On- 


ning 
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had got the key of the garden door, The Hectot 


p: 2 3: 
ſions, whereeither the cauſe of God, the benefit of man 
or tne diſquictneſs of their own foul is concerned: 
and this I ſhall endeavour to prove by the followine 
molt wondorful, but well atteſted relations. 2 


Firſt, The relation of the Gho? or Apparition of 
Major George Sydenham to Captain William Dyke, 
both ot domerſetſhire, and atteſted by Dr. Themas 
Dyk a near relation of the Captain; which is ag 
follows ; 

„The Major and the Captain had had many 
warm diiputes and reaſonings about the being of a 
Gov, and the immortality of the ſoul, &c. in which 
points they could not be reſolved by natural reaſon, 
though they laboured much about it. It was at laſt 
agrecd between them, that which ever of them 
ſhould happen to die hrit, ſhould, the third night 
after their funeral, appcar to him, the furvivor, be- 
tween the hours of twelve and one, in a little ſum- 
mer-houlſe at the bottom of the garden adjoining to 
the Major's houſe at Delverton, where they had 
often fat in their diſputes It chanced the Maja 
died firſt; and the Captain happened to lie that very 
night, which was appointed, in the ſame chambet 
and bed with Dr. Dyke. The Captain acquaintel 
the Door with the appointment they had made, ſi 
and his full reſolution to attend at the place, at the 
hour appointec, that night, for which purpoſe he 


tried all he could to difluade him from his idle pur- 
poſe; but when the hour of twelve came, he wa 
ready upon the place to ſee the iſſuc. He waited two 
hours and half, but he neither faw nor heard anf 
thing of the Major. About {ix weeks after this, th! 
Captain and the Doctor went together to Eton, an 
lay boch in the ſame inn, but not in the jamie bed nd! 
chamber. 

„ Thi 


111 


« The morning before they went from Eton, th 
Captain ſtayed longer than uſual in his room, and 
at laſt came into the Doctor's chamber, but with a 
viſage and form much altered from himſelf at other 
times ; his hair ſtanding up, his eyes ſtaring, and 
his body all in a tremble; at which the Doctot was 
much amazed. and aſked him the reaſon, faying, 
„% Pray what is the matter that you look fo diſor- 
dered, coulin Captain.“ To which he replied, ** I 
have ſeen my Major.“ At which the Doctor at firſt 
ſeemed to ſmile, | he Captain then replied again, 
« Tf ever I ſaw him in my life, I ſaw him juſt now;“ 
adding, “ This morning, after it was light, ſome 
one came to my bed- de, drew back the curtains, 
and called, Cap, Cap” (which was a word fami- 
liar to him when he called the Captain); to which I 
replied, „ What, my Major!” He returned, I 
could not come at the time we appointed, but now L 
am come time enough to tell you that there is a 
God, and a juſt, and a terrible one too! and if you 
do not turn over a new lcaf of your life, you will too 
ſoon find ir ſo.“ 

The thoughts of this ſtuck ſo cloſe to him, that 
little meat would go down with him that day, 
though a plentitul dinner was ſerved up; for the 
words of the M:jor were continually founding in his 
ears during the remainder of his life; and he never 
was backward to relate the fame to any that queſ- 
tioned him about it, nor ever mentioned it but with 
ſome terror and trepidation, They were both men 
of briſk humour and chearfulneſs in converſation, 
and of quick parts, being both bred up at the uni- 
yerfity, This ſtory is related by Mr, Flavel; but 
whether it wrought any real converſion in the Cape 
tain. is not mentioncd. 


2d. Juſt. 


— = — 2 234 30 


— 
3 — 


18 1 


d. Juſt ſuch another ſtory I heard related a few Sun. 
aer ago; the ſubſtance of which I took down next 
dayas near as poſſible. Two gentlemen, great liber- 
tines and ridiculers of all true religion, and truths of 
the goſpe!, in one of their gay humours, made an 
agreement, that which ever of them ſhould die firſt, 
ſhould come and acquaint the other what ſtate he 
was in. Accordingly one of them died foon, and a 
few nights after he appeared to his friend, and in 
much horror ſaid, ** ] am come to let you know 
there is a hell, and [ experience it:“ and vaniihed 
away, This ſtory was related by the Rev. Mr, 
M n, in a ſermon pieached at Blackfriars 
church, and was brought in as a confirmation to the 
doQrine in the gi! couric he was upon; namely, on 
the rich man and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 30, 31, 
And he (the rich man) ſaid, Nay, Father Abraham, 


but if one went unto them from the dead, they would 


repent, And he ſaid unto him, If they near not 
Moſes and the prophcts (i. e. neither the threats of 
God's law, nor the promiſes of the goſpel for their 
repentance) neither will they be perſuaded thouyh 
one roſe from the dead,” This was verified in the 
ſurviving gentleman above mentioned: Although he 
was at firſt a little ſhocked at the werds of his 
friend, yet it made no alteration or amendment in his 
life, for as he had lived a libertine and a deſpiſer of 
all true religion, and of thofe who profeſſed it, ſo he 
died; and Mr. M——n ſaid, that he knew them both 
well; one of them was a near neighbour to him at 
the time, 

O how dreadful the reflection] that man, a ratio- 
nal creature, endued with clear underſtanding, and 
aſſiſted with the light of the goſpel, ſhould 0 give 
himſelf up to wickednets and a reprobate A1. d, 
denying the truths of God's word, ſo as to plunge 

their 


1 


their poor ſouls into cverlaſting ruin with the devil 
and his angels! 


d. A wonderful relation of the apparition of old Sir 
George Villars, father of the then Duke of Bucking= 
ham, to one Mr. Par! cer, an intimate acquaintance of 
the Duke's, to warn him againſt ſomething, which, 
if not prevented, would © 14 in his death : - which ſo 
ſel! out (he not regarding the advice) and ſoon 
alter was ſtabbed by dne john Felton, an officer, 

„Mr. Parker, to 1chom this apparition came, 

as formeriy an avs in the king's wardrobe at 
Windſor-Cahle; a man of good reputation and 
diſcretion, then ae ne age of fifty, or more, and 
in his youth was very intimate with Sir George Vile 
lars, being "one ke up a ſchool together, Ihe firſt 
time of the ghoſt appearing (for he appeared three 
different times) it came into Mr. Parker s bed-cham- 
ber; it moved about the room without any noiſe or 
ſpeech; but the ſecond night it broke out to Mr. 
Paker in theſe words: © Mr. Parker, I know you 
former oy loved me very fincerely, and my ſon 
George alſo, I would have you go, as from me 
(you Know me very well to be his father, old Sir 
George Villars of Leiceſterſhire), and to acquaint 
him with theſe, and ſuch particulars, &c, and. that 
he, above all, refrain the counſel and company 
of ſuch and ſuch perſons, whom he then men- 
tioned, or elſe he will ſurely come to a ſudden 
ccliructiont,” 


This relation is recorded by three different authors; 
viz. Mr. Lilly the ailrologer, in a work of his. Lord 
Clarendon's hiſtory of England; and Mr, Baker's chro- 
n.cle, It is alto mertiomad by Mr. Flavel in his treatiſe 
en he ſoul. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Parker. though a very ſober and diſcreet nian, 
thought that he ſurely was in a dream at that 
time; and being unwilling to act or do any thing 
of that kind on fo flight a foundation, forbote going 
to the Duke on this errand ; for he conceived if he 
ſhould acquaint the Duke of theſe words of his Fa- 
ther, and the manner of his appearing to him (ſuch 
apparitions being not uſual} he ſhould be laughed at 

for an ideot. 
However, ſome nights after Sir George Villar's 
hoſt appeared to him again, walked quick, and 
1 angry, into the room where Mr. Pars 
ker lay, and at laſt ſaid, ** Mr, Parker, I thought 
you had been my friend fo much, and that you loved 
my ſon George ſo well, that you would have ac« 
quainted him with what I deſired, but I know you 
have not done it; by all the friendſhip that ever was 
betwixt you and me, and the great reſpect you beat 
my ſon, I deſire you to deliver to him what I at firft 
commanded you.” The eld man ſceing himſelf 
thus ſo earneftly folicited by his old friend, pro- 
miſed he would do it; but argued thus, that he knew 
the Duke was not eaſily to be ſpoken with, and that 
he would account him a vain filly man to come to 
him with ſuch a meſlage from the dead, nor did he 
conceive that the Duke would give any credit to 
him, or to what he aſſerted. IJ he ghoſt then ans 
ſwered, © if he will not believe you have received 
this meſſage from me, tell him of ſuch a ſecret 
(and named it to Mr, Parker), which he knows 
none in the world cyer knew but myſelf and him, 
Mr. Parker being now well ſatisficd that he was not 
aſleep, as he thought before, and that this appari- 
tion of the Duke was not a vain deluſion, ſo ſet 
about it immediately. He made a journey to Lon- 
don, and, with the aſſiſtance of one George Free- 
mal | 


1 
man, who had married a lady of a near relation to 
the Duke, carried him to Lambeth, where the Duke 
was, and introduced Mr, Parker to him, who re- 
ceived him very courteouſly; when Mr. Parker took an 
opportunity to relate his father's meſſage to him, 
which, when the Duke heard, he heartily laughed at 
it: this at firſt put Mr. Parker to a ſtand; but at 
aft he aſſumed courage, and told the Duke as follows, 
in order to remove his diſbelief of the apparition; 
Ke.“ But my Lord, continued he, your Father bid 
me acquaint you by this token {mentioning the ſe- 
cret), and told me, that none in the world knew it 
but your two ſelves 1.“ Hereat the Duke was much 
amzzed and aſtoniſhed, his countenance changed, 
and faid, He could come to that ſecret only by the 
devil, as none but themſelves knew it,” However, 
he took no warning by it, but went on as uſual, and 
kept the ſame company, and did ſuch actions as his 
father had forewarned him againſt, A ſhort time 
after this, old dir George appeared the third time to 
Mr, Parker, in a calm, but ſorrowful manner, and 
ſaid, “ Mr. Parker, 1 know you celivered my word 
right to my ſon; I thank you for it, but he has 
ſi:hted my counſel; I would now only beg it at 
your hands, that you would once more go to bim, 
and tell him, if he will not amend and refrain from his 
company, this knife or dagger (which he then ſeem- 
Inzly puiled out from under his gown) ſhall end his 
lie, which ſo fell out; and as for you, Mr. Par- 
ker, ſaid Sir George, ſet your houſe in order, for you 
ſhall die at ſuch a time.” Mr. Parker took courage 
once more to acquaint the Duke of this laſt ad moni- 


How ſtrongly does this confirm the opinion, that the 
ſoul, when departed, has a knowledge of the actions ot the 
living, and is willing to do any ofice tor their good, if 
permitted, 

B tian, 


that the fire was quite out, and ſaid it was probabl 


1 


Hon, but he only laughed at the old man, and dif. 


miſſed him; who ſeriouſly anſwered, I wiſh, Sir, it 
maynever happen ;” but within ſix weeks after he was 
ſtabbed, as his father had forewarned him ; and Mr, 
Parker alſo died at the time mentioned. This waz 


in Auguſt, 1628. 


4th. A warning againſt death, A remarkable rela- 
tion of an apparition, as related by the Lord Biſhop 
of Glouceſter, of the Lady of Sir Charles Lee; which 


is as follows: 

* Sir Charles Lee, by his firſt Lady, had one 
only daughter, of which ſhe died in childbed; and 
when ſhe was dead, her filter, the Lady Everard, 


defired to have the care of the child; and accord. 
ingly ſhe was by her brought up, and carefully edu- 


cated, till ſhe was marriageable; and a match wa 
concluded for her with Sir William Perkins, but 
was prevented in the following extraordinary man 
ner: Upon a Thurſday night, after ſhe was in bed, 
ſhe thought ſhe ſaw a light in her room, knocked fo: 

her maid, who preſently came to her; ſhe aſked her 
why ſhe left the candle burning in her chamber! 
The maid ſaid, ſhe had left none, and that there wa 
none in the loom but that in her hand; then ſhe ſai 
it was the fire that gave a light; but the maid replied 


only a drcam; whereupon ſhe thought it might & 
ſo, and compoſed herſelf again to ſleep; but abou 
two o'clock ſhe was awakened again, and ſaw th 
apparition of a little woman between the curtain an 
her pillow, who told her ſhe was her mother, an 
that ſhe was happy, and that by twelve o'clock tha 
day ſhe would be with her. Whereupon ſhe knocke 
again for her maid, called for her clothes, dreſſed he 
ſelf, and went into her cloſet, and came not 0: 
again till une o'clock z and then brought out wil 
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dif her a letter directed to her father, delivered it to her 
oY uot, the Lady Everard, and told her all that had 
M. happened to her, and deſired that as ſoon as ſhe was 
Pp dead it might be ſent to him. The lady thought that 
Was TR ſurely . was fallen mad; and thereupon ſent 
directly to Chelmsford for a phyſician and a ſurgeon 
1. who both came immediately; but the phyfician 
12 Mould diſcern no indication of what ſhe (aid, or an 
nich (ah of death; yet, notwithſtanding, the Lady would 
mien eds have her blooded, which was done accord- 
mely; and when the young Lady had patiently 
Yet them do what they pleaſed, ſhe deſired that Her 
chaplain might be called to read prayers; and when 
prayers were ended, ſhe called for her guittar and 
Waln-book, and ſat down upon a chair without 
Ins, and play'd and ſung moſt admirably, as was 
ken notice of by her muſic maſter. But when it 


1 Irew near to the ſtroke of twelve, ſhe roſe up, and 
= herſelf down in another chair with arms, and, 
0 fo relently tetching a ſtrong breathing or two, imme- 
| her rely expired, and was quickly cold, which was much 


ondered at by all preſent. She died at Waltham in 


* Eſſex, three miles from Chelmsford ; and her Jetter 
Hs ſent immediately to her father, Sir Charles Lee, at 
ie houſe in Warwickſhire ; but he was fo affected at 
* he ſudden death of his only daughter, he came not 


ll after ſhe was buried; but when he came, he cauſed 
er corpſe to be taken up, and to be buried by her 
other, as ſhe had deſired him, at Edminſter. This 
as in the year 1662, and is exactly as related by the 


1 an. 
.nWiſhop, as aforeſaid ; and alſo recorded by Mr, Beau- 

- thi ont, Gent. in his treatiſe of ſpirits, &c. printed 

cke 1705. 
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+ och. Another relation ſimilar to the foregoing. A 

- wil oft agreeable and happy couple; a centlemat! and 


is wife, who lived near St. James's, and had lived for 
B 2 many 
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many years together, in great harmony and love, and 
were never ſo happy as when in each others company, 
both at home and abroad ; always walking arm in 
arm whenever they went out any where, and ſeemed 
as one ſoul and one body, they were fo cloſely united 
in love to each other: but as the moſt near and 
deareſt friends muſt part in this world, when Go 
calls us hence. ſo it happened; the gentleman was 
taken ſick, and died; which fo affected his dear. 
left companion, that ſhe ſickened alſo, and kept her 
bed, and had a ſervant, or ſome other, always to 
attend her. In about ten days after her hutband' 
death, as ſhe was fitting upright in bed, a friend and 
near relation was then fitting by her; ſhe looked 
ſtedfaſtly towards the foot of the bed, and ſaid, wit 
a chearful voice.“ My dear, I will be with you i 
two hours,” The geutlewoman, her friend, that 
was with her (and who firmly atteſted the ſame a 
moſt true), ſaid to her, ** Child, who did you ſpeak 
to?” (tor ſhe ſaw nobody) ſhe anſwered, ** It is m 
huſband, who came to call me hence, and I am 
going to him.“ Which ſurpriſed her friend very much 
who, thinking ſhe was a little light-headed, called 
in ſomebody elle, to whom ſhe ſpake very chear 
fully, and told the ſame ftory ; but before the tut 
hours were expired, ſhe went off to her dear com 
panion, to be happy together for ever, to the greal 
ſurpriſe of all preient, who firmly atteſted the ſtor 
to be a real fact. | 


An account ſimiler to the foregoing, as inſerted | 
eur news- papers, of Saturday Nov. 1, 1783, died ſud 
denly, in perfect health, Mits Clancy, Daughter « 
Mr. W. Clancy, late a conſiderable Merchant it 
Dublin. This lady was ſtrongly warned of her diſſo 
lution that very morning, in a dream, by the ghoſt « 
her own ſiſter, who had died a little before; ans Il 
died the very moment of time expreſſed in her drea 
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. 
Containing ſeveral remarkable narratives of viſions 
and dreams. 


it.) A Remarkable narrative which is related 
{> of Dr. Donne, in his life, written by 
Mr. Iſaac Walton; as follows: 

The Dr. and his wife then living with Sir Robert- 
Drury, who gave them a free entertainment at his 
houſe in Drury-Lane; it happene/!, ſays my author, 
that the Lord Hay was, by King James, ſent in an 
embafly to the French king, Henry the IVth. whom 


Sir Robert was to accompany thither, and had en- 


gaged Dr. Donne alſo to go with them, whoſe wife 
was then big with child in Sir Robert's houſe. Two 
days after they had arrived at Paris, Dr. Donne 
happened to be left alone in the room, where they 
had al! dined ; but in about half an hour, Sir Robert 
returned again; and as he left, ſo he found the Doc- 
tor alone, but with ſuch a ſad countenance as much 
amazed him, inſomuch that he earneſtly deſired the 
Doctor to declare to him what had befallen him in 
this ſhort time of his abſence? To which the Doctor 
was not preſently able to make any anſwer ; but 
after a pauſe or two, he thus replied ; “ Since you 
left me, ſays he, IJ have ſeen a frightful viſion ; for 
| have ſeen my dear wife paſs by me in the room, 
with her hair hanging about her ſhoulders, and a 
dead child in her arms: this I have ſeen ſince you left 
me.” To which Sir Robert replied, © Surely, Sir, 
you have ſlept ſince I left you, and this is the reſult 


of ſome melancholy dream, which 1 wouid have you 
to forget, for you are now awake.” To which Dr, 


Donne 


1 

Donne replied, “ cannot be ſurer that I now live; 
than that I have not ſlept, and alſo that I have ſeen 
my wite, and that ſhe ſtopt ſhort, looked me in the 
face, and then vaniſhed awa This he affirmed 
the next day with more wan Wi which inclined 
Sir Robert to a faint belief that there might be ſome 
truth in it, Sir Robert then immediately diſpatched 
a ſervant home to Drury Houſe, with a charge alſo to 
haſten back as ſoon as poſſible, and to bring word 
whether Mrs, Donne was alive or dead; if alive, in 
what condition as to her health, &c. On the 
twelfth day the meſicager turned with this account 
of Mrs. Uonne; viz. that he both found and left her 
very bad, and ſick in bed, and that, after a long and 
painful labour, the had been delivered of a dead child; 
and, upon examination, it proved that the delivery 
had becn on that very day Mr, Donne ſaw her appa- 
rition in his chamber. Mr, Walton adds, „This 
Is a relation that will doubtleſs beget wonder in the 
minds of many in the world, who would be per- 
ſuaded that viſions and miracles have Jong ſince 
ceaſed; yet, with myſelf and many others, it has 
appeared as matter cf fac.” 


2. A relation taken from Mr, Baxter's hiſtorical 
diſcourſe of apparitions, Mary, the wife of John 
Goffe of Rocheſter, being afflicted with long illneſs, 
was removed to her father's kouſe at Weſt- Malling, 
nine miles diſtant from her own houſe, where ſhe died 
in Junc 1641, The day before her departure, ſhe 
grew very impatiently deſirous to ſee her two chile 
dren, which were left at home with the care of 2 
nurſe; ſhe prayed her huſband to hire a horſe, and by 
anv means to let her go home and die with her dear 
children; but this could not be done, A miniſter, 
who lived in the town, was with her about ten 
g clock that night, o whom ſhe expreſſed good 

hopes 


E 


hopes in the mercy of God for ſalvation, a willing 
neſs to die, but ſtil! the grieved that ſhe could not fee 


ber poor babes before ſhe went. 


Between one and two of the clock in the morning 
ſhe fell into a trance; and one widow Turner, a 
woman who watched with her that night, ſeys, 
« that her eyes were open and fixed, and her under 
aw fallen; that ſhe put her hand to her mouth and 
noſtrils, to try if any breath came out, but perceived 
none; ſhe then thought her to be in a fit, and much 
doubted whether ſhe was alive or dead. However, 
the next morning this dying woman opened her, eyes, 
and ſpake to her mother, ſaying, © She had been at 
home laſt night, and had ſcen both her children.“ 
That is impoſlible, ſays her mother, for you have 
not been out of bed: * Yes, replied ſhe, I was with 
them when I was afleep.”” 

The nurſe at Rocheſter, who had the care of the 
children, relates as follows, and ſays, “ She would 
take ſacramental oath of it; nainety, that about two 
of the clock that morning, ſhe ſaw perfectly the like- 
nels of the ſaid Mary Goite come out of the next 
chamber (where the eldeit child lay by herie!f}, the 
door being left open, and ſtood by her bedſide near a 
quarter of an hour looking on the young child which 
was in her bed; that her eyes moved, and her mouth 
went, but ſhe ſaid nothing,” The nurſe moreover 
lays, 5* that ſhe was perfectly awake; it was then day 
light (being in June), and ſat up in the bed, and 
looked ſtedfaſtly upon the apparition, the bridge 
clock ſtruck two ; then ſhe took courage and faid to 
her, In the name of the Father, Son, and Hol, 
Ghoſt, what art thou? the apparition vaniſhed, and 
ſaid nothing; that the nurſe then flipped on her c|uthes 
and followed it, but ſaw her no motc;, then, tis 
ſhe, I began to be aſtfighted, and not before, 1 wv 


out of doors, and waiked bout the wharf by the 
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river ſide ſome hours, as no bodywas up. At fix ſs 
went again to a neighbour's houſe, and related t. 
them all that had happened ; but they would hays 
perſuaded her ſhe was miſtaken, and that ſhe had on]; 
dreamed ſo; but ſhe averred, faying, ** If ever I ſaw he 
in my life, I ſaw her, or her apparition, this ven 
night, 

One of the women, to whom ſhe had related thi 
circumſtances, Mary, the wife of John Sweet, ha 
a meſſenger came to her trom Malling that ſame fore 
noon, and told her, that neighbour Goffe's wife wi 
very bad, and defired to fee her. She went over th 
ſame day, and found her juſt departing, Her mother 
amonęſt other diſcourſe, related to her, how muct 
her daughter deſired to ſee her children, and ſaid tha 
ſhe had ſeen them both laſt ni ght. This brought te 
Mrs, Sweet's mind what the — had told her th: 
morning of feeing her apperition, &c. thus was cor 
roborated the whole ſtory on all ſides; the teſtimon 
of Mr. Carpenter, the father of the deceaſed, the nutſe 
and the miniſter that attended her was ſent in a letie 
to Mr. Baxter. 


3. A remarkable dream or viſion, whit was th 
means, in the hand of God, of ſaving a youn 
gentleman's life; taken from Mr. Aubury's Mil 
cellanies. 

Doctor Hervey, who was Afterwards Fellow of th 
College of Phyticians 1 in London, being then a youn 
man, and was letting out upon his travels, and comin 
to Dorer, with ſeveral others, and there ew ed his pa 
to the governors, as the reſt did; but the governo 
told him he mult not go, for he had a commiſſiont 
ſtop him. The Doctor was ſurpriſed, and defired t 
know what he had done that he ſhould detain him 
The governor told him it was his will to have it fe 
the reaſon he ſhould know hereafter, The Pen 
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jerict, and all the paſſengers drowned. 


im, only by name ; 


ge! for his care of din 
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boat hoiſted (ail in the evening, and ſet off, it being 


zen very fair, with all the Doctor's compan ions in it; 
ut, ere long, a ſudden ſtorm aroſe, the pacquet- boat 
The fad 
ews of which was the next day brought to Dover; 
den the governor told the Doctor the reaſon of his 
hoping tim, though he had no real knowledge of 
out that the night before he 
am: there, he had a perfect viſion in a dream of 


Doctor Hervey's coming to paſs over to Calis, and 
0 war 1 to top him from going, 


This the gover- 
or affirmed to the Doctor; and he bleſſed his good 
This ſtory the Doctor, 
ten related to many of his friends in London. 


The wonderful diſcovery of the robbers and mur- 
ers of Mr. Stockden, victualar, in Grub-Street, 
ear Cripplegate, by a viſionary appearance of Mr. 
wckden to one Mrs, Greenwood, in a cream. 
On the 3d of December, 16965, about midnight, 
Ir. Stockden was murdered and robbed by four men 
hen unknown; one Maynard was ſuſpected, but he 
ot oF, Soon after, Mr, Stockden appeared to Mrs. 
reenwood in a dream, and ſhewed her a houſe in 
dames-Street, near the George, and ſaid that one 
| the murderers was there. She went the next 
orming, and took with her one Mary Bugges, a diſ- 
et woman, to go with her to the houſe the viſion 
directed her to, and aſked for Maynard, but was 
0 ne was gone abroad. Mr. 2 appeared 
hec again, and then preſented Maynard's face 
fore her, with a flat mole on the fide of his noſe 
hom ſhe had never ſeen); and more particular 
ormed her, that a wire-drawer ſhould take him, 
1 that he ſhonld be carried to Newgate i in a coach. 
on inqui:y they found out one of that trade, who 
his great intimate, and who, for a reward of 
pounds, promiſnd to take him; which he both 
C 


*Pa Th l-rs 


Horrid murder: and thus the three principal crim 


1 20 J 
undertòok and effected; which was as follows: 
ſent for Maynard to a public houſe. near Hockley j 
the Hole; where he played at cards with him till 
conſtable was got, who apprehended him, carried hit 
before a maj*ſtrate, vo committed him to Newgat 
and he was carried thither in a coach. 

Maynard being in priſon, confeſſed the fact, a 
impeached his accomplice, who were Marſh, Beve 
and Mercer, and faid that Marſh was the ſetter o 
knowing that Mr. Stockden had plenty of money a 
plate, but was not preſent at the murder, &c, yet 
had his ſhare of the booty; but Marth had a ſuſpici 
that Maynard had made ſome diſcovery, left his 
bitation; but ſoon after this, Mr, Stockden appea 
again to Mrs, Greenwood, and ſhewed her a houſe 
£1d-ſtreet, (where ſhe had not been before,) and { 
that Marſh lodged there, Next morning ſhe tc 
Mary Bugges with her, as before; went to the he 
and enquired for Marſh, but he was not there, { 
was ſoon after taken at another place and ſecured, 

Soon after this, Mrs. Greenwood dreamed ag 
that Stockden carried her into the Borough pri 
yard, and ſhewed her Bevel, the third crimin 
{whom ſhe had never ſeen before). Thither ſhe we 


taking with her Mrs. Footman, who was Mr. Ste 


gden's kinſwoman and houſekeeper : they went toget 
to the Marſhalſea, and enquired for Bevel, being! 
formed that he was lateiy brought thither for coin 
&c, They deſired to ſee him, and when he cal 
down, both declared that he was the man. Th 
then applied to a peace-officer, who procured his 
moval to Newgate, where he preſently confeſled t 


nals were tried, condemned, and hanged. This at 
eount is teſtified by the Biſhop of York, &c, 
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